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European Christian Political Movement 

Main principles as stated in the basic program of the ECPM1 
 
We are the members of the European Christian Political Movement (ECPM). This movement includes 
Christian-democratic and Christian-social parties, NGO’s and think tanks in Europe. We have come 
together to promote a Christian perspective on democracy. In our continent and the nations within it, 
we face growing problems. Neither the individualistic conservative-liberal nor the technocratic social-
democrat approaches are able to give an adequate response or produce robust solutions. 
 
We want to promote the Christian-democratic perspective on these 21st century questions. They affect 
individuals on their relationships in the community. They also affect our common responsibility for our 
society. We are convinced that Christian-social thought can generate political solutions. These can 
contribute to the well-being of the people of Europe. Christian-democracy made its contribution since 
its beginning in the 19th century with politicians like Groen van Prinsterer. Christian-democrats like 
Robert Schuman and Alcide de Gasperi laid in the 20th century the foundations of the European 
Union. We are convinced that Christian-democracy has also an important role to play in the 21st 
century. 
 
The ECPM aims to spread these Christian Democratic ideas throughout Europe together with its social 
expression and to mobilize politicians and parties in Europe around Christian values. The source of 
these Christian values are the bible and the Christian tradition. These sources are in itself not a 
political program. These sources call us to serve the people of Europe and inspire us to work on a just 
government that pursuits justice, freedom, peace and a well-ordered society. 
 
The Christian tradition understands the human person as a creation in the image of God, a spiritual 
being with a unique destiny, that is to be respected in its inviolable liberty and to be protected in 
vulnerable situations – is the source of the political balance and the social enrichment. It makes life in 
society a network of relationships. 
 
The basic teachings of Christian social thought appeal to everyone, irrespective of their faith, because 
it is founded on the pursuit of justice and liberty. If Christianity has shaped European civilization, it has 
done so in providing the institutions of justice, of education, of health, of help to the weak and the 
unfortunate. 
 
As Christian-democrats we firmly belief in the need for social justice. As Christian-democrats we belief 
that life has be respected and protected from beginning till end. We believe in the need for 
reconciliation and active compassion. We also belief that our creation has to be protected. The 
economy is meant to serve people, not to dominate them and has to be as sustainable as possible. 
Power needs to be checked by the people and people need to be empowered to participate in society 
and politics.  
 
We, Christian-democrats will promote our Christian-social values.  We will do this in our own continent 
and beyond.  We will try to implement Christian-democratic policies in our local, national and 
European political institutions. 
 
 

                                                      
1 Excerpt from the ECPM basic programme’ (www.ecpm.info)  
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